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The Atlas of Vascular Surgery by Drs Zarins and Gewertz is
organized into sections covering the classic topics is arterial vascu-
lar surgery. These sections include cerebrovascular, aneurysmal,
renal, mesenteric, and peripheral occlusive disease and a final
section on reoperative vascular surgery and complications. Each
section begins with a brief overview of the topic, including mor-
bidity andmortality rates and indications for the procedures. These
sections have been nicely updated from the first edition, an exam-
ple of which is a discussion of threshold for abdominal aortic
aneurysm (AAA) repair in light of the recent randomized trials of
open repair vs observation for AAAs less than 5.5 cm in diameter.
All illustrations are on the right-sided pages, with the correspond-
ing labeled descriptive text on the left-sided pages. This format
allows the reader to easily find the desired accompanying explana-
tion for the illustrations.
The section on extracranial cerebrovascular procedures is
superb. The detail of the illustrations is excellent, and the accom-
panying text is comprehensive in describing the indications for and
technical details of performing these procedures. Although no
technical details or illustrations of percutaneous angioplasty and
stenting are described for carotid artery disease (or other vascular
beds), there are appropriate notations in the text regarding the
emergence of this modality as an alternative to surgical treatment.
Endovascular repair of AAA is covered in a new 23-page
section. Although some of this well-written and illustrated over-
view is applicable to endovascular repair of AAA in general, a
significant portion of the section is devoted to describing the
insertion techniques and “pearls” for a single endograft only. A
comparison of the nuances of deployment of all currently available
endografts would have been useful but is perhaps beyond the scope
of this text.
The section on peripheral occlusive disease provides a well-
grounded introduction to the topic. However, it fails to provide a
level of detail or completeness that will be desired by vascular
surgical fellows or practicing vascular surgeons. In particular, there
is insufficient detail in the illustrations or text regarding the tech-
nical performance of tibial and peroneal artery exposures. Lateral
tunneling to the anterior tibial artery, arguably the most common
method of routing a bypass to this tibial vessel, is not described.
Descriptions of posterior exposure of the popliteal artery, anterior
exposure of the profunda, and techniques of obturator bypass are
completely absent. Although these are infrequently used expo-
sures, vascular specialists would benefit from the inclusion of these
techniques as a reference. Other topics not covered in this atlas
include hemodialysis access, venous surgery, and first-rib resection.
This atlas is ideally suited for medical students and junior
general surgery residents rotating on a vascular surgical service.
Review of the pertinent chapter before observation of the proce-
dure will provide them with succinct technical and background
information, the latter of which is not included in some vascular
atlases. Advanced trainees and vascular surgeons will require a
more comprehensive reference source on occasion. Atlas of Vascu-
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procedures in addition to a good overview of the technical consid-
erations. As such, it can be highly recommended for inclusion in
the library of all surgical teaching institutions.




Atlas of amputations and limb deficiencies: Surgical,
prosthetic, and rehabilitation principles
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In 1960, The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons
published its first atlas of amputations, followed by a second in
1992. This book is the third edition, emphasizing the major
advances in amputation surgery over the last decade. Most of these
advances, in my opinion, have come from progressive understand-
ing and continued improvements in prosthetic fitting. Although
the basic tenets of prosthetic fitting should be known by all
surgeons performing amputations, the comprehensive review of
this subject in this book will likely exceed the scope of the average
vascular surgeon.
The book is divided into five sections: (1) a general introduc-
tion, (2) the upper limb, (3) the lower limb, (4) management
considerations, and (5) pediatric amputations. The sections on the
upper limb, the lower limb, and pediatrics are especially strong.
There are separate chapters on surgical management and pros-
thetic management of all the various levels of amputation through-
out the book. A total of 87 independent authors have contributed
79 chapters, and this probably makes this book the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date book published to date on the subject of
amputations.
A large proportion, perhaps most, of lower limb amputations
in the United States is performed by vascular surgeons. It seems
that orthopedic surgeons either prefer to perform more recon-
structive surgery or prefer not to be involved with ischemic limbs
and sepsis, which are so often associated with diabetic foot infec-
tions. Obviously, most of this surgery is limited to the lower limb
from the midthigh level down to the foot. The scope of this book
is muchmore comprehensive than this, and, therefore, much of the
book will not be relevant to the practice of most vascular surgeons.
With a suggested price of $215.00 for 945 pages, I recom-
mend this book either as a library resource for hospitals and
universities or as an office resource for orthopedic and vascular
practices that perform comprehensive amputation surgery.
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